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The European Landowners’ Organisation

A short presentation (20/09/2004)

In autumn 2002 the European Landowners’ Organization celebrated its 30th anniversary. The association was founded and started its activities in 1972 and became a not-for-profit association under the Belgian Law in January 1996. 

ELO is an umbrella organisation, non commercial and non political, with an influential European network of private rural entrepreneurs’ and landowners’ organisations which sustains and co-finances the ELO communication and lobbying work to make a long term positive contribution to the economy, environment, and the community well-being in rural areas..

Based in Brussels the ELO Secretariat (10 persons) is in charge of the coordination of the actions of the network. These actions are completed under the close scrutiny of the board of Directors and are completed within the frame designed by the Council of the organisation (meeting every 6 months).

The ELO structure includes a think tank (Consultative Committee) with a prospective approach of the EU policy. It defines new fields of work for ELO as well as original approaches for the raising issues (i.e.: Enlargement, GMO etc.)

In addition of the work done by the Secretariat, the Policy Group produces and reviews position papers which give the opinion of the ELO network on the topical issues. 

Therefore ELO is able of intellectual production as well as on the ground action with local actors in the EU25 as well as in the Candidate Countries. It can bring together all the rural actors of the Enlargement so that they understand better what is at stake in this process. 

Profile:

· European Landowners’ Organization (ELO) www.elo.org 

· It is a federation of national organisations ( EU members and associated countries) associated with an influential European network of private persons – Friends of the Countryside www.friendsofthecountryside.net 

· ELO is an NGO established in Brussels, in the heart of Europe and its institutions.

· Staff based in Brussels is 10 people

· 30 years history of rural interest representation.

· Represents 30 million rural property entrepreneurs throughout the European Union and about 30 million rural property entrepreneurs in the EU candidate countries.

Objectives:

· Promoting private entrepreneurship as a tool for socio-economic prosperity and environmental sustainability in European rural areas,

· Information to the civil society on the actions, functioning and rules of the EU

· Promoting a balance between rural and urban areas,

· Providing legal and political information to members,

· Giving expertise on European issues like Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), NATURA 2000 network, European Constitution.

Lobbying:

· Representation of its members at European Institutions (ELO enjoys the status of an expert at a number of official fora, ex. Consultative Committee of DG AGRI on agriculture and rural development, Biodiversity Expert Committee of DG ENVI);

· Representation in Member States by mediation of its members’ local networks;

· Mediation between the members and the institutions, ELO keeps contact with high-ranking EU officials;

· A consultative team of lawyers and economists well acquainted with the functioning of the EU.

Achievements:

· Inclusion of article 17 on the protection of property rights in the European Charter of Fundamental Rights.  This text will be legally binding upon its integration in the future constitution of the EU;

· Contribution to the development of CAP towards a rural development policy (Regulation 1257/1999);

· Creation of the Forum NATURA 2000 and participation in the committee of elaboration of the NATURA network on behalf of the land users in order to balance environmental interests with an economic aspect of rural heritage;

· Amendment of the Belgium Hunting Law on interdiction of hunting in NATURA 2000 designated areas;

· Participation in the development of the market of carbon sequestration which facilitates the reduction of CO2 in the atmosphere due to market mechanisms (ELO is a member of the International Council of Carbon Sequestration).

ELO STRUCTURE
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LIST OF MEMBERS

	No.
	Country
	Original Organisation name (EU25)
	Name in EN or FR

	1
	Belgium
	Syndicat National de la Propriété Rurale en Région Wallone
	

	2
	Belgium
	Syndicat National des Propriétaires
	

	3
	Belgium
	Vlaamse Landeigendom
	Association of Flamish Landowners

	4
	Belgium
	Société Royale Forestière de Belgique
	

	5
	Cyprus
	
	Cyprus Land and Property Owners Association

	6
	Czech Republic
	SVOL
	Association of Municipal and Private Forest Owners

	7
	Czech Republic
	
	Private Czech Landowners Organisation

	8
	Denmark
	Danske Godser og Herregaarde
	Danish Estates & Manors

	9
	England & Wales
	Country Land and Business Association
	

	10
	Estonia
	Eesti Maaomanike Uhendus
	Estonian Landowners Union

	11
	Estonia
	Eesti Oigusjargsete Omanike Liit
	Association of Legitimate Claimants

	12
	Estonia
	Erametsakeskus/Erametsaliit
	Association of Pivate Forest Owners

	13
	Finland
	Maanomistauain Liito Ry
	Association of Landowners

	14
	France
	Fédération Nationale de la Propriété Agricole
	

	15
	France
	Société des Agriculteurs de France
	

	16
	France
	Petites Iles de France
	

	17
	France
	Littoral Vivant
	

	18
	Germany
	Arbeitsgemeinschaft der Grundbesitzerverbände e.V.
	Federation of German Landowners Associations

	19
	Greece
	
	Rural Owners Association - Greece

	20
	Hungary
	GAZDAKOR
	Association of Hungarian Farmers' Societies and Cooperatives

	21
	Hungary
	Magam Erdotulajdonosok Orszagos Szovetsege
	Association of Private Forest Owners

	22
	Hungary
	Nemetzi Foldalapkezel Szervezet
	National Land Agency

	23
	Ireland
	Irish Landowners Organisation
	

	24
	Ireland
	Irish Timber Growers Association
	

	25
	Italy
	Federazione della Proprieta Fondiaria Gruppo
	Fédération de la Propriété Rurale

	26
	Italy
	Movimento Europeo Terra e Ambiente
	Mouvement de la Terre et de l'Environnement Européen

	27
	Latvia
	Lauku Celotajs
	Latvian Country Tourism Association

	28
	Latvia
	
	Cooperative Society of Forest Owners Association

	29
	Latvia
	
	Latvian Landowners Union

	30
	Lithuania
	Lietuvos Misko Savininky Associacija
	Forest Owners' Association of Lithuania

	31
	Lithuania
	Lietvoszemes Savininku Sajunga
	Lithuanian Landowners Union

	32
	Lithuania
	
	Lithuanian Family Farmers Union

	33
	
	
	

	34
	Poland
	Agencja Nieruchomosci Rolnych
	Polish Land Agency

	35
	Poland
	
	Polish Landowners' Association 

	36
	Poland
	
	Polish Union of Real Estate Property Owners

	37
	Portugal
	Associacao Central da Agricultura Portuguesa
	Association Centrale des Agriculteurs Portugais

	38
	Portugal
	Uniao da Floresta Mediterranica
	Union for the Mediterranean Flora

	39
	Romania
	Asociatia Proprietarilor de Paduri din Romania
	Association of Forest Owners of Romania

	40
	Malta
	
	Progressive Farmers Union

	41
	Scotland
	Scottish Landowners Federation
	

	42
	Scotland
	Scottish Game Keeper
	

	43
	Slovakia
	Zdruzenie vlastnikov pody a agropodnikatelov Slovenska
	Association Landowners and Agrarian Entrepreneurs of Slovakia

	44
	Slovenia
	
	Association of Owners of Nationalised Properties

	45
	Spain
	Asociacion de Productores de Caza
	Association of Hunting Area Managers

	46
	Spain
	Instituto Iberico de MedioAmbiante
	Iberic Institute for the Environment

	47
	Spain
	Grupo Empresarios Agrarios
	Group of Agro-Entrepreneurs

	48
	Spain
	Asociacion de Cotos de Caza
	Association of Hunting Area Owners

	49
	Sweden
	Sveriges Jordagareforbund
	Swedish Landowners

	50
	The Netherlands
	Federatie Particuler Grondbezit
	Fédération des Propriétaires Privés

	
	Country
	Original organisation name (CC)
	Name in EN or FR

	51
	Bulgaria
	BAI
	Bulgarian Association of Investors

	52
	Bulgaria
	
	Bulgarian Chamber of Forestry

	53
	Romania
	Asociatia Proprietarilor de Paduri din Romania
	Association of Forest Owners of Romania

	54
	Romania
	PROPACT
	National Union of Romanian Peasantry

	
	
	
	


COUNCIL


General Assembly 





50 member organizations 


4 Associated MEMBERS grouping landowner associations from the EU member states and from candidate countries





BUREAU


Board of Directors





PERMANENT SECRETARIAT


10 people – Based in Brussels





POLICY GROUP


Technical policy papers





CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE


Think tank on rural policy issues








